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Distinctiveness of Chandernagore College: 

Chandernagore College has a distinctive identity based on the unique 

multidimensional identity associated with its  

a. unique origin and role in the Freedom Movement, 

b.  a distinctiveCentre for Heritage Studies, which is working steadfastly to 

protect and propagate knowledge related to the history of the city and its 

varied legacy 

c. An unparalleled CollegeMuseumwhich emphasizes the revolutionary legacy 

of the college and the city as well as its social, cultural and economic heritage 

d. Special Social outreach programmes in different sectors and 

pioneeringResearch Training Programme for UG students. 

e. Sporting achievements by students and alumni  

A. Origin and Uniqueness of Chandernagore College:  

Chandernagore College is a unique institution which has had to sacrifice 23 

years (1908-1931) of its history because of its involvement in the struggle for 

independence. Germinating as Ecole de Saint Marie, a primary school established 

by French Jesuit priest Magloire Barthet on 31st August 1862, the institution 

evolved into a centre for collegiate education when in 1891 it began teaching the 

First Arts course under the aegis of the University of Calcutta and in 1901 it was 

renamed as College Dupleix. But the growth of College Dupleix was abruptly 

halted for 23 years (1908-31) because the British Government was so 

severely threatened by the revolutionary activities emanating out of College 

Dupleix that they pressurised the local French authorities to close the 

college.  

Role of Chandernagore College in Indian Revolutionary Activities against 

British Rulers: The erstwhile Deputy Director of College Dupleix, Shri Charu 

Chandra Roy was the principal source behind the dissemination of 

revolutionary ideals in Chandernagore. He and his students, such as Kanailal 

Datta, Shrish Chandra Ghosh, Motilal Roy, Rash Behari Bose and others were 

instrumental in organising revolutionary activities across Bengal and beyond. Many 
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of them were arrested, including Shri Charu Chandra Roy for their involvement in 

the Alipore Bomb Case and Kanailal Datta, a former student of this institution, who 

sensationally murdered Narendranath Goswami for betraying the revolutionaries 

and turning approver for prosecution, was executed in 1908. This, however, did not 

deter the revolutionaries of Chandernagore who gradually allied themselves with 

the revolutionary activities flourishing across the whole of India. In fact, 

Chandernagore became a sanctuary for revolutionaries from different corners of the 

subcontinent, particularly because it was outside direct British control. It also 

functioned as a pioneering source for the manufacture and smuggling of arms and 

ammunitions for revolutionaries. Rash Behari Bose, an alumnus of 

Chandernagore College, later went to Japan to orchestrate revolutionary 

activities from abroad and masterminded the establishment of Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose’s INA. Chandernagore College functioned as a catalyst 

that sharpened and intensified all these activities and networks. 

Re-opening of Chandernagore College after 23 years of closure: Professor 

Charu Chandra Roy later became the  Mayor of Chandernagore in 1928 and 

his tireless work, along with that of several others, eventually led to the re-

opening of College Dupleix in 1931 on account of the importance of this college 

in the educational scenario. Since then, with French approval and support, the 

college continued to evolve and flourish in multiple ways. 

Inclusion of Chandernagore College under Union Government of India and 

the Government of West Bengal: After Chandernagore was formally integrated 

with India in 1952, the college was administered briefly by the Department of 

External Affairs, Government of India and then from 2nd October, 1954 the college 

came under the direct administration of the Government of West Bengal. Since 

then the college has gradually flourished in quality and quantity and currently, 

there are 19 UG departments viz. Bengali, English, French, Sanskrit, Economics, 

History, Education, Political Science, Philosophy, Sociology, Commerce, Botany, 

Zoology, Geography, Computer Science, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and 
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Environmental Science and 3 PG departments viz. Bengali, French and Geography, 

catering to thousands of students. Interestingly, since its inception French 

education has consistently been a part of this institution’s curricula and at present 

Chandernagore College is the only College in West Bengal which teaches French in 

both undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 

The college has thus evolved with a distinctive political-cultural legacy of its own 

and this integral association of Chandernagore’s revolutionary history with the 

history of Chandernagore College necessitates a commitment towards the 

protection and upholding of the history of the city and the college for posterity. 

B. Establishment and role of Centre for Heritage Studies, Chandernagore 

College:It is this commitment which led to the formation, in 2022, of the Centre 

for Heritage Studies which is devoted to the preservation and propagation of the 

social, cultural, economic and political heritage of Chandernagore. Since its 

inception the Centre for Heritage Studies has conducted several seminars and 

workshops, heritage walks involving students and staff and field visits for the 

documentation of local heritage structures. It has received endorsement from 

both the University of Burdwan and the West Bengal Heritage Commission 

(WBHC). 
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The Centre had also submitted a proposal to the WBHC for declaring a 

section of the Chandernagore Strand, from the Rani Ghat to the Patalbari as 

a heritage precinct, to preserve the architectural heritage of the locality, 

which the West Bengal Heritage Commission approved. 
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C. Role of Chandernagore College Museum in transferring knowledge to the 

students & visitors on Indian Revolutionary Activities occurred in 

Chandannagar: It is as part of this commitment to the history and heritage of 

Chandernagore that the College has also established the Chandernagore 

College Museum, under the aegis of the Centre for Heritage Studies, which 

focuses on the revolutionary activities emanating from Chandernagore 

College in particular and the City of Chandernagore in general. Through, a 

series of photographs, archival documents, installations, ceramic works and 

models, the Museum also showcases the social, historical and cultural heritage of 

Chandernagore as well as the evolution of Chandernagore College. 

The Chandernagore College Museum is appropriately located in the Heritage 

Building of Chandernagore College, an approximately 200 year old French 

structure which had been recognised as a heritage monument by the WBHC in 

2010. Although the building had fallen into disrepair it was renovated in 2020 with 

the support of the Department of Higher Education, Government of West Bengal. 

The experimental installation process of Chandernagore College Museum began on 

31st August, 2023 and on 6th October, 2023 the museum was dedicated to the 

revolutionaries of Indian freedom struggle. A felicitation ceremony for the artists 

who have invaluably contributed to the actualization of the museum was also held 

on this day. 

It is through such commemoration of its distinctive history through consistent 

contemporary activities that Chandernagore College would continue to uniquely 

serve its community and open new horizons of knowledge. More details related to 

the Museum may be accessed from the following link: 

https://chandernagorecollege.in/naac_dvv/assets/naac_document/Museum_A

nnexure_30_01_241.pdf  
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D. Special Extension Activities carried out by Chandernagore College: 

Chandernagore Collegedesigned and executed several unique extension and 

social outreach programmes in the local community- 

I. Institutional Social Responsibility: “Joyful Learning” 

Joyful Learning is an Educational Outreach Program designed to provide 

academic support for the children of Eight Primary Schools under the 

jurisdiction of Chandernagore Municipal Corporation. The main objective of the 

program is to provide an enjoyable and pleasant classroom learning 

atmosphere through a joyful teaching-learning process as well as develop a 

sense of social responsibility and sensitivity among the students serving as 

resource persons in this unique Teaching-Learning process. 

 

II. Institutional Social Responsibility: “Haate-Kolome Vigyan” 

The Science Departments of Chandernagore College collectively organizedHands-

On Exposure to Laboratory Environment and Practical Demonstration 

Programmesfor the Neighboring Secondary School Students (Class X) And 

Higher Secondary School Students (Class XII Science Section)to expose them 

tovarious practical demonstrations under improved laboratory conditionsas well 

asencourage them to pursue Higher Studies in Basic Sciences. 

 

III. Unique Community Service Projects by Chandernagore College 

Chandernagore College successfully collaborated with nine (9) different NGOs and 

Government organizations to conduct its various activities for last 5 years. Some 

collaborations were event based (like Archaeological Survey of India for Heritage 

Conservation Sensitization Rally, Educational tour cum awareness campaign with 

Chandannagar Municipal Corporation, Mangrove plantation along the west bank 

of river Hooghly and its maintenance with Purbasha Eco-Helpline Society, Non-

renewable energy conservation campaigns with Petroleum CConservation 

Research Association (PCRA), Durbar Mohila Samanaya Committee for AIDS 

awareness and menstrual hygiene, New Voters Enrolment Camp with Sub-

Divisional Office, Chandannagar) while others are  services continued over a 
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prolonged period of time like Outreach activities in collaboration with 

Goswamighat Prabartak Aponalay Children’s Home, Chandannagar and 

Sangbed, Chandannagar.  These two collaborations are based on “Memorandum of 

Understanding” (MoU) being signed by the NGO and The College during the session 

2022 – 2023 and both are currently active. The activities with Goswamighat 

Prabartak Aponalay Children’s Home, Chandannagar are aimed towards serving 

and facilitating all-round development of the destitute children of the Home, while 

with Sangbed, Chandannagar activities conducted are aimed at development of the 

Adopted Slum at Puroshree, Chandannagar (situated adjacent to the railway tracts 

between Mankundu and Chandannagar Railway station) 

The objectives are operationalized through REGULAR AND SPECIAL CAMP 

ACTIVITIES being conducted in the planned sequential way throughout the year. 

Mainly 4 categories of activities are conducted which are: 

 Literacy promotional activities for the destitute children and for the socio-

economically marginalized section of the society of the Adopted slum 

embracing Cultural literacy promotion and heritage conservation 

 Health and Disease Awareness generation (including AIDS) 

 Environmental awareness, Swaachhta or cleanliness promotion 

 Socio-economic equality promotion 

Literacy promotion (academic and cultural) among the socio-economically under-

privileged sections of the society, including destitute children and orphans through 

regular teaching -learning sessions, interactive and innovative workshops, cultural 

programmes, providing education support kits, books, etc. as well as heritage 

awareness tour.Physical fitness of the children being one of the major concerns had 

also been addressed through sporting events, yoga and meditation.  

Health and disease awareness through General Health Camp, Dental Check-up 

camps, Blood group detection and Thalassemia Detection camps, Dengue-Malaria 

Awareness campaigns, Menstrual Hygiene awareness campaigns along with 

cleanliness promotion drives and blood donation camp. 

Environmental sustainability promotion activities at the Adopted slum areas 
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and Children’s Home through, distribution of saplings, plantation programmes with 

special emphasis on mangrove plantation to prevent west bank erosion of river 

Hooghly. 

 

NSS SPECIAL CAMP: A mandatory component, where a 7 day long camp had to be 

organized with a variety of events so that students are primed to be selfless in their 

service and are able to plan, organize and execute activities for community 

outreach. Emphasis should be given on conducting events at adopted slum/ 

village. 

Adoption of Village/ Slum – A local village or slum is to be Adopted where all 

the above- mentioned activities or any other activity as per the need of time 

and place could be conducted for its up-liftment and progress. 

IV. Unique Environment Protection Activity: like planting of sapling in their 

campus. Local environmental condition was analysed and acted upon with 

intervention of Mangrove plantation programmes in two phases on the west 

bank of river Hooghly at Chandannagar by the college students and staff to 
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prevent bank erosion and promote protection of the healthy eco-system.  

Document Link: 

https://chandernagorecollege.in/naac_dvv/assets/naac_document/Mangrove

_Plantation_and_Seminar_with_purbasha.pdf  
 

V. Unique Community Engagement Activity: has also been undertaken by the 

P.G. Semester III students of Geography, Chandernagore College, on various 

important issues: 

2020-2021: In Pandemic Times Awareness Campaign Regarding the 

Upcoming Second Wave was performed during the period between March 

and April, 2021. 

2021-2022: Community Engagement Activity at Sagar Island In South 24 

Parganas, West Bengal From 8th December, 2021 to 11th December, 2021 

to interact with the local people of Ganga Sagar, southern part of Sagar Island, 

keeping in mind the upcoming festival at Makar Sankranti (on 14th January, 

2022) and the third wave of Covid infections, to understand their perceptions, 

opinions and aspirations with the help of a questionnaire survey and to provide 

them some help in the form of awareness about Covid protocols, especially 

during the upcoming festival and also in the form of masks and sanitizers for 

their personal use at slum area of Chandannagaras a part of the fulfillment of 

their PG programme. 

2022-2023: Community Engagement Activity at Chandannagar, Urdi Bazar, 

Ward No-12 in Hooghly, West Bengal On 15.02. 2023 to interact with the 

local people of Urdi Bazar to understand their perceptions, opinions and 

aspiration about education system. 

 

VI. Community Engagement Activity has also been undertaken by the P.G. 

Semester students of French, Chandernagore College, on various important 

issues: 

2021-2022: ‘NGO works with Sanskriti Welfare Foundation for Local Tribal 

Community of Jharkhand’ reports on the different community activities 

conducted during Covid-19 pandemic period for the tribal people of Jharkhand. 
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2022-2023: ‘The Weavers of Kalna’ emphasizes on the lives of under-privileged 

people residing in Kalna who migrate to our neighborhood place Chinsurah, 

Hooghly (approx. 5 km from Chandannagar) to earn their livelihood.  

 

VII. Philanthropic Activities: The College is honored to felicitate MS. Piyali 

Basak, the famous Mt. Everest renowned Everest Summiteer from 

Chandannagar, with a token financial support of Rs.50000/- to her for her 

exclusive and inimitable global achievements. 

 

Unique type of Research Training Programme for UG-Students: Know Your 

Ganges at Chandannagar is an unique an innovative project formulated and 

executed by Chandernagore College involving the Semester-V Honours students 

of Botany, Zoology, Chemistry and Environmental Science subjects. This 

project gives training on primary research activities like sample collection, 

preservation, field data collection, laboratory experiments, data analysis by 

using software’s and research manuscript writing to UG students of the above 

mentioned departments. This programme is operated in collaboration with expert 

organization Estuarine and Costal studies Foundation (ECSF).  

Document Link:  

https://chandernagorecollege.in/naac_dvv/assets/naac_document/Report_on

_Know_Your_Ganges_Programme_Merged_Final.pdf  

 

Sporting Achievements by Students and Alumni: In keeping with the rich 

sporting traditions of Chandernagore, the students of Chandernagore College also 

excel in various sports and games and have won 29 awards in the last 5 years for 

their achievements at district, state and national level competitions. Incidentally, 

one of our alumni, Piyali Basak, is a famous mountaineer who has climbed several 

Himalayan peaks, including Mt. Everest, without supplementary oxygen. The 

college extended token financial assistance of Rs.50000/- to her for her exclusive 

and inimitable global achievements. 
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